
Essential Questions 
{description) 

ave no I" ansv ver; tht ?y are I rg ued. 

Essential Qucs~ions y~eld rnqulr). and argument-a variciy o l  plausible (and arguable) respnnscs, not stra~ght- 
ionmrd facts that end the mnrter. They senrc as doonvays into focused ycr Ilvely inquiry and rrsearch They 
should uncovrr rather than covcr thc subject's controversies, puzzks, and perspectives. Thcy are intended 10 

result in conclus~ons drawl1 hy  the  learner, not rccircd facts Fur example, Does art r~flcct culture or help 
shapc it? Can xvc look hut nolt see? U;hy do "sccrs" see what ~ h c  rrst of us don't? Docs the artist see n~oi-c 
clcnrly or look e l s r ~ v h c r ~ ?  

Are designed to provoke and sustain student inquiry, while focusing 
[earning and final performances. 

-. 

Esscniial Qucstions 'r-r~rk h c s ~  wlirn they are dcsignccl and edited to he lhought provoking to students, 
engaging them in sustained, focused ~ n q u ~ n e s  that culminate in important performance. Such qucstions often 
involve [he counterin~ui twc, the visceral, the \vh~msical, the conltro\~ersial, the provoc~tive. For example, Is 
the Internet dangerous for k~cls? Are censorship and democracy compat~ble? Does food thai is good tor you 
have to taste bad? Wh17 wn te? Studrnts dcvtlop and deepen thci r understand in^ o l  Important ideas as tlic). 
cxplorc thesf qucstions. 

Often address the conceptual or phiiosorr hical foundations of a discicliine. 
- - - 

Essential Questions reflect rhc mosi hlstoncally Important usues, problems. and debates In a field of study 
For example, Is hlstory incvitahly b~ased? U%at is a proof? Nature or nurture? By exarnlniny: such questions, 
srudents are engaged in thinking like an expert. 

her imj ions. 

Thought-provobng Essential Qucstzons are nalurally gcnerauve. They lead to other imponan1 questions 
wth in ,  ancl sometimes across, sub~eot boundaries. For example, In nature, do only the strong su~vi~-e?  leads 
to What do we mean by "st]-ong"? Are insects slrong (since they arc survivors)? What does it  mean to he 
psychologcally strong? Inqu~nes into human biology and ~hc. physics of physiology also Follow 

NaturaJC y and appropriate/ y recur. 
- 

The samr lmporlaiit questions are asked and asked a p l n  I hi-oughout onc:~ Icarn~ng and in the h i s ~ n i ~  of the 
hrld. For example, What makes n great book greal? Are the Harry Potlcr novels greaL books? These questions 
can be productauely exan~~ncd  and reexamined by 1st graders as \veil as college students. O\.cr tirne, studenr 
responses become more sophis~lcated, nuanced, well-reasoned and supported as t h e ~ r  understnndings deepen, 

s RS. 
- 

,e vital, inking r ~f big il 

Essennal quest Ions challenge our unc~nmined assutnptmns, i he inr~2tahle s~impli ficat~on of our earlier Icarning, and 
the arprnrnts u.c may unthink~ngl y take for granted. Thcy force us to ask rlvcp questions about the nature, orrgn, 
and extenl OC our understand~ng. IZor example, In light of fractions, place valmr, irranonals, and ncgativc square 
roots-what 1s a number? Is ~t "clemocratic" to have nn electoral college? \Irhat I5 a fr~end? Cnn the cnemy of m y  
enemy be my lriend? II'Iiat i s  n. story. ~f a stor). hn5 no clear plot nr moral, Is hzstor). more of n story ~han a sc~cnce? 
ZVliar art. the implrcations [or studllng hlstory i i  so? 


