Big Ideas, Understandings, and Essential Questions

The following visual represents the interrelationship among Big Ideas, Understandings and Essential Questions.

Big Idea—an abstract and transferable
concept, theme, or process at the heart of
a subject or topic.

(adaptation, survival)

- Topic or
Content Standard ™.

3 (The student will understand o
biological adaptation.) "

o Essential Question—a provocative and @
arguable question designed to guide inquiry
into the Big Ideas. By actively exploring the
Essential Questions, students develop and
deepen their understanding. (In what ways

do living organisms survive harsh or changing
environments?)

Understanding—a full-sentence general-

ization, specifying what we want students
to come to understand about the Big Idea.
(Living organisms adapt to survive harsh

or changing environments.)




