
Big Ideas. Understandings, and Essential Questions 

The lollcnring visual represents the inierrclationship among Rig Ideas. Undersiand~ngs and Essential Questions 
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Big Idea-an abstract and transferable 
concept, theme, or process at the heart of 
a subject or topic. 

(adaptntion, survival) 
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Understanding-a full-sentence general- Q 
ization, specifying what we want students 
to come to understand about the Big Idea 
(Living olganisms adapt to survive harsh 
or changing enlimnrncnb.) 
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Essential Question-a pravocatii~e and 0 ' 
arguable question designed to gu~de ~nqui ty  

I 
Into the B I ~  Ideas. By acrivel!* exploring the 
Essential Questions, students develop and 
deepen their understanding. ( [ n  what ways 
do living org(infsn1s sumivc hursh or changing 
environments?) 
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